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a lim*v  li i 1 1-top  in  Hip  southern 
part  of  Kentucky  tin*  memorial  marking; 
tin-  birthplace  of  Aliralmm  Lincoln  was 
dedicated  on  NovciuIkt  lltli  l»y  President 
Tuft  mill  ton  tinman  ml  American  citizens. 
of  till!  memorial,  tin?  preser- 
vation of  the  sparse  old  farm,  the  rescue  from  the 
hands  of  showmen  of  the  very  log  cabin  in  which 
Lincoln  lirst  saw  the  light  of  day,  were  due  to  the 
labors  of  Robert  J.  Collier  and  the  Lincoln  Farm 
Association.  Twenty  thousand  Americans  joined  the 
association,  and  more  than  two  hundred  and  seventy 
thniiHiind  contributed  to  the  fund  of  ?:I83.U00  raised 
by  Clarence  II.  Muckny,  treasurer  of  the  organization. 

llodgonsvillc  is  a sinnll  town  fifty  miles  south  of 
Louisville.  Two  and  a half  miles  south  of  that  hamlet, 
about  one  hundred  nnd  three  years  ago,  a spring  of 
clear  water  that  flowed  from  the  foot  of  a hill  attracted 
the  attention  of  Thomas  Lincoln  nnd  Nancy  Hanks 
Lincoln,  his  wife,  who  were  wandering  in  search  of  a 
home.  Thomas  Lincoln  hewed  the  logs  nnd  slabs  and 
planks  with  which  lie  built  a crude  cabin,  with  mud- 
chinked  walls,  on  the  hill-top.  The  cabin  had  one 
room  on  the  ground,  a loft,  an  outside  chimney  of 
logs  and  mortar,  and  a huge  fireplace.  The  only  light 
in  the  hut  came  from  the  open  door  or  from  the  lire- 
place.  The  door  was  low  and  narrow.  There  was 
not  one  window,  though  Inter  occu|uints  did  make  a 
small  one.  In  this  cabin  Abraham  Lincoln  was  Imrn 
on  February  12,  180!).  The  little  hoy  who  was  destined 
to  become  one  of  the  world's  greatest  and  kindest  men 
played  about  the  dour  of  this  cabin  and  among  the 
trees  in  a great  grove  that  still  stands  close  at  hand. 
That  grove  was  part  of  the  primeval  forest  in  which 
his  father's  ax  made  a clearing. 

Neglect  and  decay  during  many  years  following  the 
death  of  Lincoln  nearly  obliterated  all  traces  of  the 
illustrious  birthplace.  The  form,  long  abandoned,  was 
sold  at  the  auction  block  for  taxes  long  past  due,  and 
the  log  eabin  itself  was  sold  to  speculators,  who  hawked 
it  nlHiut  the  country  on  exhibition.  When  ltoliert  J. 
Collier  learned  these  facts  he  at  once  redeemed  the 
cabin  from  the  speculators  and  bought  the  farm  barely 
, ''  a lining  exploited  by  enterprising 
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President  Taft  and  Mr.  Mackay 
at  the  Dedication  Ceremonies 


men  who  saw  in  it  a line  chance  for  a paving  invest- 
ment. Mr.  Collier  then  enlisted  the  aid  of  Mr.  Mackay, 
who  became  treasurer  of  the  Lincoln  Farm  Associa- 
tion, by  mentis  of  which  the  Hrst  home  of  the  great 
emancipator  has  been  secured  forever  from  the  taint 
of  exploiters  and  preserved  as  a shrine  for  patriots — 


as  Mount  Vernon  is  preserved  in  memory  of  Wash- 
ington. 

file  association  organized  branches  in  every  .State 
in  the  Union  nnd  solicited  small  subscriptions  from 
the  multitude.  "The  letters,  from  far  and  near  and 
front  very  |>onr  ns  well  as  very  rich  people,  gave  me 
the  deepest  insight  into  human  nature  that  I have 
ever  had,”  said  Mr.  .Mackay,  recently.  " It  was  amaz- 
ing to  see  how  deep  and  fervid  was  the  reverence  for 
the  charity,  the  patience,  the  fortitude  of  the  great 
Lincoln.  Those  letters  were  a wonderful  evidence  of 
the  wide  spread  of  the  highest  idealism  among  all 
of  our  people." 

The  appeal  for  funds  to  save  " the  little  farm  that, 
raised  a Man,"  as  Mark  Twain  phrased  it.  brought 
instant  response  from  the  South  as  well  ns  the  North, 
and  from  farthest  California  as  well  as  from  New  Eng- 
land. President  Roosevelt,  on  the  ccutunnry  of 
Lincoln’s  birth,  laid  the  corner-stone  of  the  beautiful 
memorial  structure  of  granite  within  which  the  ancient 
log-cabin  birthplace  was  to  Is-  re-erected.  And  it  was 
the  completed  edifice,  with  its  precious  relic  restored, 
that  was  dedicated  on  November  lltli.  The  memorial 
stands  at  the  head  of  a long,  broad  flight  of  granite 
steps  that  lend  up  from  the  old  spring.  Troops  flanked 
the  steps  as  President  Taft  walked  from  the  cabin  to 
the  speaker’s  stand  beside  the  spring.  With  him  went 
(Jovernor  Willson  of  Kentucky;  (inventor  Folk  of  Mis- 
souri, president  of  the  Lincoln  Farm  Association; 
Senators  Borah  of  Idaho  nnd  Bradley  of  Kentucky. 
General  John  C.  Black,  former  eommander-iu-chief 
of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  spoke  for  the 
soldiers  of  the  North  and  General  John  11.  C'astlcmnn, 
of  Kentucky,  spoke  on  behalf  of  the  soldiers  of  the 
South.  In  presenting  the  memorial  to  President  Taft 
on  behalf  of  the  Federal  government,  which  now  as- 
sumes guardianship  of  it.  Treasurer  Mackay  spoke  of 
the  work  of  the  Lincoln  Farm  Association. 

"It  is  the  gift  of  both  the  affluent  and  the  lowly." 
he  said.  " It  has  come  from  a gift  of  §25,000  from 
one  and  from  many  thousands  like  the  good  woman 
who  sent  me  eighty  cents  for  herself  and  seven  children, 
and  the  two  miners  who,  from  their  Alaskan  diggings, 
sent  me  ten  dollars  in  gold  dust. 


The  granite  edifice  In  which  the  Lincoln  Birthplace  is  preserved 


